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Inspection of St Peter’s Catholic
Primary School

St Peter’s Way, Noctorum, Prenton, Merseyside CH43 9QR

Inspection dates: 7 and 8 April 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Good
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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils, and their parents and carers, would readily recommend St Peter’s Catholic
Primary School to others. A sizeable number of pupils have joined the school in
recent months. Many of these pupils have not settled in other schools. Several are
pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). These pupils are
warmly welcomed into the school community. They said that they feel safe and
happy in school. Other pupils who spoke to inspectors share the same views.

Pupils know how leaders expect them to behave. Children in the early years quickly
settle into school routines. They listen attentively to adults and to each other. Older
pupils are respectful. They genuinely want to please staff. Pupils follow the school
rules and behave well.

Pupils said that they enjoy taking part in team games and sports at playtimes. Pupils
are confident that bullying is dealt with swiftly and effectively by staff. They trust the
adults in school to take care of them and to help them resolve any difficulties.

Leaders have improved the curriculum. They have raised their expectations of what
pupils can achieve. Pupils achieve well across a range of subjects.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school’s leadership team has been considerably strengthened by recent
appointments. New leaders have acted swiftly to improve the curriculum. The well-
designed, interesting curriculum meets the needs of all children and pupils at the
school. Pupils, including those with SEND, achieve well across a range of subjects.

In many subjects, leaders have defined the key knowledge that pupils should learn
and the order in which this should be taught. Pupils learn the important vocabulary
that they need to know in these subjects. Leaders ensure that staff receive regular
training to improve their subject knowledge. Staff use this knowledge well to
carefully introduce, revisit and check pupils’ learning. As a result, pupils build their
knowledge securely.

In a small number of subjects, the curriculum is not organised as clearly. Subject
leaders have not ordered the important knowledge that they want pupils to learn
carefully enough. Consequently, teachers are not clear about what content to deliver
and when. This hinders how well teachers design learning that helps pupils know
and remember more over time.

Children in the early years benefit from an ambitious and well-ordered curriculum.
They are taught by adults who model language using ambitious vocabulary. This
helps children to build their language skills and express themselves with growing
confidence. Children in the Nursery Year are ready to learn to read from the moment
that they enter the Reception Year.
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Leaders have recently introduced a new phonics programme. Staff are suitably
trained to deliver this programme well. They ensure that children in the early years
and pupils in key stage 1 build secure phonics knowledge and apply this knowledge
to read unfamiliar words. Pupils read books that closely match the sounds that they
have learned. Those who need extra help benefit from well-tailored support. This
helps pupils to develop their fluency and prepares them well for key stage 2.

Leaders ensure that reading has a high profile. Books take centre stage across the
learning environment. Pupils benefit from a well-stocked school library and enticing
class ‘book suitcases’. Teachers carefully choose books that act as a mirror and a
window for pupils. These books help pupils to reflect on their own lives as well as
the lives of others. By the end of Year 6, pupils are well prepared to meet the
reading challenges of the key stage 3 curriculum.

Leaders provide expert guidance to help staff to meet the needs of pupils with
SEND. Leaders work with parents and a range of experts, including early years
health professionals, to ensure that pupils’ SEND needs are identified as quickly as
possible. Pupils with SEND receive appropriate support to help them learn alongside
their classmates. This helps all pupils to learn with minimal distraction and to get the
most from their lessons.

Leaders prioritise pupils’” wider development. Pupils understand what it means to
have healthy relationships. They spoke sensitively about different types of family
units. Pupils enjoy helping others. They raise funds for charities, pick up litter in the
local area and distribute fruit and vegetables to the local social supermarket. Pupils
are well prepared to make a positive contribution to British society.

Governors are kept well informed by leaders and know the school well. They provide
effective challenge and support to leaders. This helps leaders to secure the best
possible outcomes for all pupils. Staff, including teachers at the early stages of their
career, appreciate leaders’ and governors’ actions to support their workload and
well-being. Staff morale is high.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders know pupils, their families and the school’s context well. They are acutely
aware of the potential risks that pupils may face in the local community. A range of
visitors, including representatives from the police force and the prison service, talk
to pupils about these risks and how they can safely manage them.

Staff are well trained. They are vigilant about pupils’ safety and well-being. They
know how to record any concerns that they may have about pupils. Leaders are
tenacious in following up these concerns. They ensure that vulnerable pupils receive
the timely support that they need. This includes support with mental health needs.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Leaders have not finalised the key content that pupils need to know in a small
number of subjects. This sometimes prevents teachers from building pupils’
learning effectively within and across lessons. Pupils’ learning is less secure in
these subjects as a result. Leaders should refine their curricular thinking in these
remaining subjects so that teachers know exactly which key knowledge pupils
should learn and the order in which this should be taught.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 105069

Local authority Wirral
Inspection number 10210892
Type of school Primary
School category Voluntary aided
Age range of pupils 2to 11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 179

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Helen Collinson

Headteacher Sarah Parry

Website stpeterscatholicprimary.eschools.co.uk
Date of previous inspection 21 March 2019, under section 8 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B Since the school was last inspected, there have been significant changes in
staffing. These include the appointment of a new headteacher and an increase in
the size of the leadership team.

B This school belongs to the Diocese of Shrewsbury. Its last section 48 inspection
took place in March 2017.

B |eaders do not make use of any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection that the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors spoke with the headteacher, other school leaders and members of
staff. Inspectors spoke with a group of governors, including the chair of the
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governing body. Inspectors also met with representatives of the local authority
and the Diocese of Shrewsbury.

Inspectors checked the arrangements for keeping pupils safe. They looked at a
range of documentation and spoke to leaders and to staff. Inspectors also spoke
to pupils about how safe they feel in school.

Inspectors carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics, art and design,
and geography. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum with
subject leaders, visited lessons, looked at samples of pupils” work, held
discussions with teachers and talked with pupils. Inspectors also spoke to leaders
about the curriculum in other subjects and looked at samples of pupils’ work.

Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour in lessons and at lunch and breaktimes.
They spoke with groups of pupils about their experiences at school. There were
no responses to Ofsted’s online survey for pupils for inspectors to consider.

Inspectors spoke with staff about their workload and well-being. Inspectors also
considered the views of staff shared through Ofsted’s online survey for staff.

Inspectors spoke with parents and carers as they dropped their children off at
school. They considered the responses to Ofsted Parent View, Ofsted’s online
survey. This included the free-text responses.

Inspectors considered a range of documentation shared by school leaders,
including the school development plan, minutes from meetings of the governing
body and leaders’ self-evaluation document.

Inspection team

Jackie Stillings, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector

Maria McGarry Ofsted Inspector

John Tomlinson Her Majesty’s Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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