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Homework Policy 

 
 

Introduction 
 

Homework is defined as any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either 
on their own or with parents or carers. At St Peter’s Catholic Primary School we         see work done at 
home as a valuable part of school work. 

 

Rationale for Homework 
Homework is an important part of a child's education and can add much to a child's development. We 
recognise that the educational experience that any school by itself can provide is limited by the time 
and resources available; children can therefore benefit greatly from the complementary learning that 
they do at home. We see homework as an important example of cooperation between teachers and 
parents/carers. One of the aims of our teaching is for children to develop as independent learners and 
we believe that doing homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of 
independent learning. Homework plays a positive role in raising a child's level of attainment. 

 
Aims and Objectives 
The aims and objectives of homework are: 
• To enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development. 
• To help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner. 
• To promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child’s learning. 
• To consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school and to allow children to practice skills 

taught in lessons. 
• To help children develop good work habits for the future. 

 

We hope parents and carers will be willing and able to give their active support to ensure that work 
done at home is completed conscientiously and in the best possible conditions. 

 
CURRENT PRACTICE 
At the beginning of the academic year, each year group will be informed of what is expected of them 
with regard to homework. 
Parents will be directed to the Knowledge Organisers on our website to inform them of the topics their 
child is learning about for each half term. 

 

THE NATURE OF HOMEWORK 
The nature of homework will change, as children get older. For children in our Foundation Stage and 
Key Stage 1, developing a           partnership with parents and carers, and involving them actively in 
children's learning is a key objective. Short activities of different kinds – reading together, learning 
spellings and number facts - provide a very important opportunity for young children to talk about 
what they are learning to an interested adult, and to practice key skills in a supportive environment. 

 
As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skills of 
independent learning, which they will need to continue lifelong learning and this should increasingly 
become its main purpose. It is important that children should gradually get into the habit of regularly 
devoting periods of time to study at home. By the time children reach Year 6 their homework 
programme will cover a wide range of tasks and curriculum content, with a regular weekly schedule. 
This approach will benefit their learning and also ensure that, in relation to homework as much as to 
other aspects, their transition to Year 7/Secondary school is as smooth as possible. 



 
Homework will be differentiated to take account of individual pupils needs. 
In all year groups from F1 homework will include home reading. 
 
Reading 
The importance of reading at home cannot be over-emphasised and we hope that children will read for 
pleasure in their own time. 

 

Spellings 
From Year 1 spellings will be given to each child to learn. Spellings will be differentiated by pupil 
ability. They may be linked to spelling patterns or key words from topics but will always include 
words from the NC Key word list for their age group. 

 

Maths 
From F2 homework will be provided for pupils to consolidate or revise particular mathematical skills. 

 

THE TIME TO BE SPENT ON HOMEWORK 
 

The Government's recommended time allocation, based on current good practice, is set out in 
Homework: Guidelines for Primary Schools and Secondary Schools, and we endeavor to follow this 
guidance in the amount of time that we ask pupils to spend on their homework. These guidelines and 
the types of activities that children might be expected to undertake are given below. 

 

YEAR GROUP AMOUNT ACTIVITIES 
 

F2 – no expectation by Government 

Years 1 and 2 - 1 hour per week 
Years 3 and 4 - 1.5 hours per week 
Years 5 and 6 - 30 minutes a day/a regular weekly schedule 
The school believes that a regular pattern is important, particularly for English and Mathematics. It will 
endeavor to establish a familiar routine of when tables and spellings are set and when they are tested. 

 
Homework to be completed 

 

Foundation 1 - Reading Book (sent home every Friday to be returned Monday)                                   Home 

learning tasks and support materials will be posted on the Year Group VLE each week 

on a Monday. Tasks set will be linked to learning that has taken place in class for you 

to   explore with your child at home. 

 
Foundation 2 – Reading Book (sent home every Friday to be returned Monday) 

Home learning tasks and support materials will be posted on the Year Group VLE each 
week              on a Monday. 
Tasks set will be linked to maths, phonics and topic based learning that has taken place 
in class for you to explore with your child at home. 

Year 1 –  Reading Book (sent home every Friday to be returned Monday)                                                           
Weekly Maths and English homework will be posted on the Year Group VLE each week             
on a Monday and should be completed in their homework book. These need to be 
returned no later than Thursday. 

Year 2 –         Reading Book (sent home every Friday to be returned Monday) 
Weekly Maths and English homework will be posted on the Year Group VLE each week             
on a Monday and should be completed in their homework book. These need to be 
returned no later than Thursday. 



Spellings sent home every Monday to be tested the following Friday. 
Year 3 –         Reading (daily) 

Weekly spellings (sent home every Monday to be tested the following Friday) 
Weekly English and Maths homework will be posted on the Year Group VLE each week             
on a Monday and should be completed in their homework book. These need to be 
returned no later than Thursday. 

 
Year 4 –        Reading (daily) 

Weekly spellings – sent home Monday and tested the following Friday 
Weekly English & Maths homework – will be posted on the Year Group VLE each week             
on a Monday and should be completed in their homework book. These need to be 
returned no later than Thursday. 
 

 
Year 5 -         Reading (daily) 

Weekly spellings –sent home every Monday and tested on Friday 
Weekly English and Maths homework – will be posted on the Year Group VLE each week             
on a Monday and should be completed in their homework book. These need to be 
returned no later than Thursday. 
 

 
Year 6 –         Reading (nightly) 

Regular spellings also given 
Weekly English and Maths homework - will be posted on the Year Group VLE each week             
on a Monday and should be completed in their homework book. These need to be 
returned no later than Thursday. 

 
 

THE ROLE OF THE SCHOOL, TEACHERS, PARENTS AND CARERS IN SUPPORTING PUPILS WITH HOMEWORK 
ACTIVITIES 

 

Role of the school 
. monitor the effectiveness of the homework policy each year 
. support parents (where appropriate) with methods of teaching in English and Mathematics by 
offering parent meetings/workshops etc. Breakfast club is also available for children to seek support 
from teachers with any aspect of homework. 

 
    Role of the class teacher 

. Plan homework as an integral part of curriculum planning 

. inform pupils and parents of homework timetables 

. match homework, as far as possible, to the ability of the children 

. provide feedback which encourages pupils to regularly complete tasks 
 

Role of the parents/carers 
The school recognises that parents and carers have a key role to play in supporting pupils’ homework. 
The nature of this role will change as children get older. For much of their homework, particularly with 
younger children, parents and carers will be encouraged to become actively involved in joint 
homework activities. 

 
To avoid ‘battles’ over homework we recommend:- 



 the task is undertaken at an appropriate time when the child is best able to concentrate; 

 your child may need lots of encouragement, praise and even your company and help for certain 
tasks; 

 that work at home is perceived as a shared activity; 
 it should not be used as a threat or punishment. 
Your HELP, ENCOURAGEMENT and PRAISE are the key to success. 
We ask you to provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which pupils can do their homework – 
alone, or more often for younger children, together with an adult. 
We do not envisage a primary school child spending time in isolation with work he or she may find 
difficult. Give support and help but do not do the work for the children. Please support children in 
completing tasks and return work in a tidy presentable state. 

 
Concerns 

If any child does not understand a task, parents should encourage them to ask their teacher for further 
guidance. If you have any concerns about the levels of homework or the content etc., please see your 
child’s class teacher. Do not let your child get upset about homework; if there is a problem come in 
and speak to the teacher about it. 

 

REVIEWING THE POLICY 
The homework policy will be reviewed every year. Where significant changes to the policy are felt to be 
required, proposals will be presented to the governing body and parents consulted. 


