
Vocabulary

biome A n  a r e a  o f   t h e  wor l d

w i t h a  s i m i l a r  c l i m a t e

a n d  l a n d s c a p e , where  

s i m i l a r p l a n t s a n d  

a n i m a l s l ive.

Emergent layer T h e top l a y e r o f t h e

ra in fo res t w i th  t h e  ta l l es t  

t rees t h a t  get lots o f  

sun l i gh t , r a i n a n d wind

Canopy T h e l a y e r o f over lapping

b ranches  a n d  leaves  below

t h e  top o f  t he  ra in fo res t

t h a t gets sun l i gh t , r a i n  

a n d wind

Understory T h e  warm  a n d  d a m p   

l a y e r   above t h e forest

f loor t h a t gets l i t t l e l i gh t

Forest floor T h e g r o u n d l a y e r o f t h e

ra in fores t  where i t i s d a r k ,

wet a n d hot .

deforestation T h e c u t t i n g down o f trees

. i n  a  l a r g e  a r e a .

logging T h e c u t t i n g down o f          

t r ees  fo r  t he i r  wood

global warming W h e n  o u r  Ea t h ’ s

t e m p e r a t u r e  r i s e s  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b u r n i n g  

o f  g r e e n  h o u s e  g a s e s .

YEAR 4:Why are rainforests 
important to us?

Key Facts:

• 6% of the Earth’s surface is covered in 

rainforest.

• 50% of the plants and animals of the world 

live in rainforests. 

• 20% of our water is found in a rainforest in 

the Amazon Basin. 

• 25% of natural medicines have been found in 

rainforests. 

• 70% + of the plants that are used to treat 

cancer are found only in the tropical 

rainforests.
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What I should already know:

What I should know already:
• Rainforests are important and need to 

be looked after.
• Animals and plants live in the 

rainforests.
• They are hot and rainy.

At the end of this topic, I will know:

• Where in the world tropical 
rainforests are located.

• What the Amazon rainforest is like.
• Who lives in the rainforest.
• How rainforests are changing.
• How is our local woodland used.


