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Mission statement

In joy we live together, in hope we build for the future

At St Peter’s Catholic Primary School it is our aim to rise standards by promoting a school ethos, which is
underpinned by core values. These values support the development of the whole child as a reflective learner within
a calm, caring, happy and purposeful atmosphere.

The values we focus on are — respect, responsibility, tolerance, friendship, love, courage, appreciation, honesty,
understanding, empathy, co-operations, positivity, unity, peace, happiness, hope, patience, care, humility,
determination, trust and freedom.

School aims
At St Peter’s it is the aim of the school:

e To place emphasis on the teaching and learning of the gospel messages through our religious educational
syllabus and through the way we relate to each other in our everyday lives.

e To foster a living community of prayer and celebration both within the school and in partnership with the
parish of St Peter’s.to enable children to understand and respect other faiths.

e To nurture within our children a sense of aspiration, self-determination and a desire to achieve their
academic and personal potential.

Rationale

The distinctive nature and religious character of our school is not something that can be restricted to the R.E. lesson
but must be present itself in all aspects of our school life especially in the way we aim to assist the spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development of our pupils.

In St Peter’s we believe that education is a means of proclaiming and revealing the life and teachings of Jesus Christ
to our children so that they may develop fully as human beings and discover purpose and meaning in their lives, now
and in the future.

Spirituality is concerned with raising and developing an awareness in each person of a sense of God and the way God
acts in our world and in our lives.

Social development in St Peter’s is concerned with leading children to understand that we are made not only for
ourselves but to live with, in and through community. Only in community are we able to live out gospel values. We
believe that good relationships which are based on mutual respect and love are the key to a harmonious
environment where all can work together towards the common good. We further believe that what is learned in our
school community will enable our children to understand the wider community and their Christian role in society.

Cultural development in St Peter’s is concerned with the cultures and traditions represented in our school, its
immediate environment, our country and the world. As Catholics, we value the wide cultural diversity in the
worldwide expression of our beliefs within our own faith worldwide. We believe that it is our duty to lead our
children, through the development of respect and understanding, to learn to live with a wider variety of people from
different national, cultural, racial and religious backgrounds.

Aims for Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

At St Peter’s we aim to:

e Provide an atmosphere of peace, welcome, friendliness, co-operation and tolerance where every person is
valued as a unique and special child of God;

e Foster caring relationships between all those who are members of our school community;

e Provide a high quality of pastoral care;

e Provide the opportunity for every child to achieve their true potential through the experiences which they
receive and the knowledge they acquire;

e Enable children to develop an understanding and respect for different beliefs and cultures



To achieve these aims we will provide in our implicit and explicit curriculum opportunities for children to:

Learn that we, as Catholics, believe that life is a spiritual journey towards God in which we develop our
relationship with him through prayer and worship;

Explore and question their own experiences and interpretations of them in a secure and loving environment;
Respond to and express their reactions to their own inner experience and that of others in a variety of
forms;

Have time for quiet reflection, individually or as a member of a group;

Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery in the natural world and feel a sense of God in the order and
beauty of his creation;

Develop an appreciation that although we as Catholics believe that we are made in the image and likeness of
God different traditions may celebrate the worth of being human in different ways.

Explore and express their innermost thoughts, creativity and imagination and show an awareness and
valuing of the feelings and beliefs of others;

Explore how people have expressed their feelings through literature, poetry, art, design, music and dance
and learn from this how to express their feelings through their own work;

Come into contact with the beliefs and practices of others through story and festival and by meeting visitors
from other faiths;

Develop the beliefs and values of the home and family through the Gospel values and attitudes which we as
a school community uphold and foster;

Establish positive school relationships based on tolerance, acceptance, appreciation and respect;
Understand that injustice, aggression or rejection can hurt others;

Think about and reflect on their own lives and explore the lives of people who exemplify qualities which are
universally valued.

Implementation and Organisation

In order to promote the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of our children we well;

Ensure that the school and classroom environment is stimulating and well ordered to promote positive
learning and encourage personal development and responsibility;

Use the teachings and doctrine of the Roman Catholic faith to promote positive relationships with and
respect for all individuals and groups;

Through the implementation of the R.E. policy, lead children to an awareness of spiritual values and an
understanding that, regardless of colour, sex, status or religion, God is truly concerned about and loves every
single person;

Promote positive values, qualities and attitudes and discourage negative ones through the implementation
of our school behaviour policy;

Foster social skills through teamwork and co-operative projects and encourage development of social
responsibility by support for charitable ventures.
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